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And in that moment, my

voice filled with pride and

still does to this day whenever
| say ‘Antoine Abou Rahl is my
Jeddo’.

| aspire to be half the writer you were. | intend to learn
how to work hard to chase my dreams just like you did. You have inf-
luenced our family to be better human beings. You have made an impact in all of
our lives.

I'd like to thank you for being there for me for 18 years and for showing me what
unconditional love feels like.

Not only were you my wise grandfather, but you were also my incredible godfat-
her.

I love you Jeddo. | should have said this more when you were here with us, but I'll
never forget to say it every night in my prayers.

I miss you.
In fact, we all do

Love,

Sy,




I'm in disbelief that you're no longer here with us. | still enter your house
and expect to see you sitting on your favorite couch in the living room.
Just sitting there and reading your newspaper. You'd see me enter, and
you'd say “Ah, there’s my first grandchild”. Your voice would be filled with
pride, and you'd make me feel so special.

You left, but your memory will forever remain. Your spirit and love will
forever remain in our hearts. Your wisdom and knowledge will be fore-
ver treasured in your literary work, which are pieces of art. Your passion
for literature and your love for books and writing are the reasons why |
aspire to follow in your footsteps.

| never told you this story, but I find it fitting to say it now. Mom once
dragged me to an auditorium to watch you give a speech in an event. |
believe | was about 11 years old. Excuse me for what | am about to say
but | was young and naive. | don’t remember what the event was about.
| don’t remember what any of the speeches given were about. Like any
event a lot of people talked and you were the last one on the program. |
only remember that at that point | was bored out of my mind. However,
I'll never forget how you scanned the piece of paper in front of you, add-
ressed the audience, and gave your speech. The words that came out
from you were so beautiful that the entire room glowed and came back
to life. You had captivated the attention of every single person in that
room no matter how young or old they were.



When people talk about Antoine Abou Rabhl, the first thing that pops into their ‘
minds is: “Oh! Tony Abou Rahl, Moustashar Al Wazir Fattoush!” or “Yes, I've heard ‘
of him, he’s a journalist and an author of that book!” or “Yes of course, we've been

living in the same neighborhood (zet | hara) for ages!”. Frankly, these are all great

things, but if | hear the name Antoine Abou Rahl, all | can simply think about is

Jeddo Tony.

When | want to remember my Jeddo, | don’t think about the good deeds he did for

this community, | simply think about how he used to pull me into his lap, open the

cabinet with precious rocks in the salon that my Teta strictly said was off limits and

hand me one of the bird statues to play with. Nor do | think about his articles and

books, | simply think about how | used to kiss him on his check every time | entered

the house and how | would always refill his bottle of water multiple times a day and

help him and my Teta cut out segments from newspapers. Or better yet, | always .
think about how he gave me that little boost of confidence when | was a kid by

calling me “Big Boss” or “Dany w bss wl beZ2e kllo khas’. Indeed, he unconditionally

loved my cousins, my siblings, and |.

Don'’t get me wrong, I'm incredibly proud of all his accomplishments and how he
left his mark on this world, and even more than proud to call myself his grand-
daughter. You see, you might have known him very well, barely, or not even at all.
But, no one knows him like Stefany, Marie-Joe, Celine,

Elio, Julian, Christopher, Elsa, and | did. They’re the
only people that can relate to this. Our grandfather
is an irreplaceable treasure in our hearts. He had
white hair and a heart of gold. For that, | am truly
grateful. Without him | would not be where | am

in this life.

We love and miss you Jeddo.

As long as your memory lives, you are I
not truly gone.

Dany

T ——— P— o7
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